PROJECTS & INITIATIVES
H ealth P olicy

E conomic D evelopment I nitiatives

The Hawaii Healthcare Project
Recognizing the need to transform
the way healthcare services are
delivered, managed and reimbursed
throughout our state, HIPA
convened The Hawaii Healthcare
Project, a public-private partnership
between the State of Hawaii and
healthcare industry stakeholders. HIPA is engaging
parties in identifying strategies that will result in a
significant, positive change in how we deliver and pay for
care, use information technology and data for continuous
improvement, and shape public policy and programs to
support these changes.

Hawaii New Economy Initiative I & II
HIPA completed a comprehensive benchmark analysis
of Hawaii’s new economy activities. The study provides
an assessment of Hawaii’s activities relating to workforce
development, technology infused industries, high tech
products and services, entrepreneurial culture and
globalization. Initial report was conducted in 2003, with
an update in 2005.

Hawaii Uninsured Project (“HUP”)
HUP was a research and community-based effort to
reduce the number of uninsured in Hawaii. Currently,
about 10 percent or 120,000 persons in Hawaii are
without health insurance. The project received grants
from the Hawaii Community Foundation, the Robert
Wood Johnson Foundation, U.S. Health Resources and
Services Administration and the HMSA Foundation.
The project was incubated in the HMSA Foundation and
transferred to HIPA in April 2002. Project collaborators
included the UH Social Science Research Institute,
Hawaii Department of Health and the Hawaii Health
Information Corporation.
Hawaii Health Policy Task Force
HIPA was requested by the Hawaii State Legislature
to convene a statewide task force to address health
policy and access to care issues. The taskforce, pursuant
to HB1304 (SLH 2005), includes a cross-section of
community members appointed by the Governor.
Hawaii Long Term Care Policy Summit
HIPA co-sponsored a statewide public policy summit
with the Executive Office of Aging and the University of
Hawaii to assess Hawaii’s long term care infrastructure
and service requirements. The Summit augmented the
work of the Long Term Care Financing Board created in
past legislative sessions.

Impact of the Military in Hawaii
HIPA, in coordination with
the Military Affairs Council
of the Chamber of Commerce
of Hawaii, teamed up with
the RAND Corporation in
conducting a comprehensive
study on the impact of the
military in Hawaii. The study
evaluated the role the military
plays in Hawaii, including
evaluating the economic and
community impacts they have on
our state.
Inventory on Public Infrastructure in Hawaii
HIPA received a grant from the U.S. Department of
Commerce to conduct a statewide study on Hawaii’s
physical infrastructure needs. The study consolidated
State and local government repair and maintenance
requirements in attempts to provide baseline data for more
comprehensive long-range infrastructure planning.
A Strategic Plan for Dual Use
Technologies in Hawaii
HIPA assessed the role and
potential of developing dual use
technology in Hawaii, where
DOD research and development
can be used for both national
security and commercial
purposes. The study also provided
recommendations on how this
emerging sector can better
develop as a viable industry in Hawaii.

